
REQUIRED FOR ALL PROJECTS 

 All forms must be typed or printed
legibly. Because these will be
scanned, do not use pencil, blue or
colors other than black ink.

 To be completed by student(s) and
adult sponsor. If team, list all
members.

 All projects require items #1‐
3 and 5 to be checked off. Some
projects need item #4 (can be
double checked by looking at
bottom to see if any are checked).

 If any of these are checked,students
need to submit the required
additional forms (form numbers are
indicated for each item). The
research plans for these also need
to include the sections found on pg
33.

 To be signed by adult sponsor with
date of review (date must be
prior to start date on form 1A, #7).

 Adult sponsor must list contact
information.

 Must use current year’s ISEF forms.
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REQUIRED FOR ALL PROJECTS 

 Students may list school phone

 All team members must be listed

 Complete school phone and
address needed with city, state,
zip.

 Adult sponsor and contact info 
needed.

 If “yes” checked on #5, needs 
tentative start date.

 If "yes" checked on #6, must 
include prior approved paperwork 
listed and a form 7.

 Complete Start/ End Dates for 
registration submission; leave 
blank for prior approval 
submissions (remind students that 
work cannot start until after 
approval so actual date must 
reflect SRC approval date).

 Data source must be indicated in 
#9.

 Complete for ALL worksites that 
are not school or home including 
any/all field sites

 Must include detailed research 
plan with ALL required ISEF 
components (see ISEF Guidelines, 
p 31).

 Abstract required on ISEF current 
official form for final registration 
submissions.
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REQUIRED FOR ALL PROJECTS 

 All dates need to be PRIOR to start
dates on form 1a, #7.

 Digital signatures are allowed but

must be created with a verification
system such as Adobe Acrobat or
DocuSign with a time and date
stamp to indicate this
authentication. They cannot be a
printed or simple script font.

 Part 2 a will be signed by the
GNOSEF SRC for projects submitted
to and approved by the GNOSEF SRC.

 Part 2b will be signed by the
Regulated Research Institution’s SRC/
IRB chair who must attach all ISEF
required proper documentation and
institutional approvals.

 School-site personnel should not
sign in either of these sections.

 For GNOSEF, LSEF, ISEF use only.
Do not complete.
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Note: ISEF Form Change for 2025

REQUIRED OF PROJECTS 
COMPLETED AT RESEARCH 
INSTITUTIONS, INDUSTRIAL 
SETTINGS OR OTHER SITES 

OTHER THAN HOME, SCHOOL, 
FIELD 

NOT REQUIRED FOR PRE‐APPROVAL.  

NEEDS TO BE SUBMITTED FOR 
REGISTRATION SUBMISSIONS. 

 To be completed by direct
supervising adult.

 Include only the work done by the
student(s) submitting the project.

 Completed (and dated) AFTER
experimentation is complete
(date should be after end date on
form 1A).

 May require additional documents
provided by the institution with the
appropriately approved and signed
institutional official documentation if
involves humans, vertebrates,
potentially hazardous biological
agents.
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REQUIRED FOR MOST PROJECTS 
INVOLVING HUMANS, 

VERTEBRATES, POTENTIALLY 
HAZARDOUS BIOLOGICAL AGENTS, 
DEA‐CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES. 

 Completed by QS.

 Include the Experience and Training
section.

 All boxes in #1-4 require response
checks.

 If not directly supervised by the QS
(see#4), a designated supervisor (DS)
must be specified along with their
Experience/Training .
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REQUIRED FOR MOST PROJECTS 
REQUIRING PRIOR APPROVAL 
(some PHBAs) OR WITH ANY 

POTENTIAL HAZARDS 

 Needs to be completed by the DS or
QS to include ALL information
requested.

GNOSEF: FIREARMS PROJECTS MUST 
INCLUDE PROPER GNOSEF 
DOCUMENTATION. (REQUIRED FOR 
ANY PROJECTS USING FIREARMS, 
EXPLOSIVES, ARROWS OR OTHER 
PROJECTILES.) 

 #1 should indicate specific risks
identified. NA or none are not
acceptable answers.

 #2 should have all chemicals,
activities, devices of potential harm.

 #3 should cite specific, acceptable
safety protocols for all risks
identified (e g gloves, safety glasses,
fire extinguishers, etc.)

 #4 Disposal should indicate specific
safe practices for protocols used.

 #5 Specific sources of safety info
should be documented. May be
MSDS, safety training, etc.Sam
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REQUIRED FOR ALL PROJECTS 
WHICH INVOLVE HUMAN 

PARTICIPANTS

 Completed by student/adult
sponsor.

 All items in #1-4 require a
response.

 All human participant
projects must be reviewed by a
FULL IRB.

 All items in this section need to
be completed by the school or
institution’s IRB.

 All members of the lRB need to
complete all items in this section
including their degree/license as it
pertains to their role on the IRB.
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 All Human Subject projects that
require written informed
consent for minors or consenting
adults must include a sample
copy of an informed consent
that will be secured from all
eligible participants.

 Students may devise their own
form which should contain the
information requested in this
sample template.

 Participants must have a clear
idea of what is being asked of
them and any possible risks
attached to the activity.

 All human participant projects
must document how
confidentiality will be
maintained.

 Adult Sponsor must be identified
with contact information.

 All participants must indicate
assent and the parents/guardians
of minors must also sign
indicating permission to
participate.
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REQUIRED FOR ALL 
VERTEBRATE PROJECTS THAT 

ARE DONE AT SCHOOL, 
HOME OR IN A FIELD 

RESEARCH SITE.

 The GNOSEF SRC will
complete this section to
advise the student on the
level of supervision required.
It should not be completed by
school site personnel.

 If a QS or DS completes this
section, their qualifications to
advise student on the animal
care and experimentation
should be documented on the
Form 2.

 Be sure all are addressed and
complete in #1-5.

 In #2, all aspects of housing,
feeding and care must be
documented. BE SPECIFIC.

 All necessary copies of
licenses or approval forms
must be included.
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REQUIRED FOR ALL VERTEBRATE 
PROJECTS THAT ARE DONE AT 
AN APPROVED REGULATED 
RESEARCH INSTITUTION. 

 Needs to include Title and Protocol
Number of IACUC Approved Project

 All items 1-5 must be completed
by the QS or PI.

 MUST INCLUDE COPIES OF THE
OFFICIAL SIGNED IACUC
APPROVAL.

 Must be signed, dated  (prior to
start date) by QS/PI.
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REQUIRED FOR ALL PROJECTS 
WITH RESEARCH INVOLVING 
MICROORGANISMS, rDNA, 

FRESH/FROZEN TISSUES, BLOOD, 
BLOOD PRODUCTS, BODY 

FLUIDS.

 The QS and student(s) should
completely address all items 1‐
5. Student should identify
organism, quantity used, and
biosafety level.

 #2: Indicate the location and
description of the lab used,
including BSL.

 #3: Describe ways  to minimize
risk.

 #4: Indicate a final BSL of the
project.

 #5:  Acceptable disposal methods
must be addressed.

 Section 2: Address training for
student, experience of DS.

 QS/DS needs to address all
items here, sign and date (prior to
start date).

 All dates need to be before start
date.

 GNOSEF SRC will determine
certification during pre‐ approval.
Not to be signed by school site
personnel.
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REQUIRED FOR ALL 
PROJECTS WITH RESEARCH 
INVOLVING FRESH/FROZEN 
TISSUES, BLOOD, BLOOD 
PRODUCTS, BODY FLUIDS.

Also requires form 6a. 

 Items #1-3 need to be 
completed by QS or DS.

 Cell/tissue sources need to be 
clearly identified in detail, 
including source and 
catalogue number.

 If tissue provided to student 
from another study (not 
purchased cell lines), # 3 
needs to be completed and 
IACUC information and 
documentation provided.

 Completed by QS/DS. Date 
should be prior to start date.Sam
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REQUIRED FOR ALL 
CONTINUATION OR 

PROGRESSION PROJECTS  

 If this form is completed, 
student(s) must also include a 
copy of previous research plan 
and abstract with their 
submission.

 If current project is based on 
multiple prior years' work, a 
form 7 and required paperwork 
must be include for each year.

 Any project based on the area of 
the student’s prior research 
could be considered a 
continuation/research 
progression project. These 
projects must document that 
the additional research is a 
substantive expansion from 
prior work (e.g. testing a new 
variable or new line of 
investigation).

 Should be signed and 
dated prior to start date on 
form 1a.

Repetition of previous 
experimentation with the 
same methodology and 
research question, even with 
an increased sample size, is 
an example of an 
unacceptable continuation. 
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